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Kennedy Memories 
Linger, Some Still 
At 1960’s Prices 


By RITA REIF 


F or countless people 

around l hr world. John F Kenne- 
dy* assassination and the dim that 
followed are endlessly lingering 
memories the televised accounts 
of the events tn Dallas, the swearing in of 
Lyndon Johnson aboard Air Force One, the 
funeral conegr with a riderless black horse. 

Yet .10 yrars later, despite the high drama 
of the Kennedy Presidency, memorabilia 
from the era — manuscripts, photographs, 
campaign billions and ihe like — are not tn 
gmii demand at auctions nnd in galleries. 
Further, prices for Kennedy material, which 
skyrocketed In Ihe year* afier his death, are 
not pni lirularly Imprrssivr, with the excep- 
tion of those for some rare autograph* 
Although ihe market in Kennedy memora- 
bilia is fairly quiet, at Irani two museum 
displays will mark the 10 th anniversary of 
the assassination The museum at the John 
r. Kennedy Library in Boston, which hns 


been rtosed for i year for renovations, has 
reopened with improved displays of Kro- 
nedy-era manuscripts, photographs, videos 
and memorabilia. Kennedy's voice is heard 
in three theaters and in video displays 
throughout the new museum that detail the 
sight* and sounds of the early IfffiQ's — from 
hls winning the Democratic nomination to his 
last days in the Oval Office. 


In Manhattan, Ihe anniversary ht being 
marked by, among other activities, on exhtbi 
lion of 30 items relating to the assassination 
at the Forbes magazine gallery on lower 
Fifth Avenue In a related show at the gal- 
lery. "Presidents on Presidents: Chief Cri- 
tique*," a 1900 political rartonn depict* Ken- 
nedy and Richard M. Nixon warily eyeing 
each other from their Senate offices 

Malcolm S Forbes Jr ^ rdllnr in rhirl nf 
Forties magazine and a manuscript collec- 
tor. says Ihe Initial popularity of Krnnedy 
memorabilia "was a rprierlinn nf the lelevl- 
skm age — Kennedy was Immediately in all 
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of our homes *' The Image was of nn enor- 
mously popular, charismatic figure who to 
many represented hope for change after the 
lackluster Presidency uf Eisenhower But, 
with the tarnishing of Kennedy's personal 
and political rrputalion over thr years, hi* 
appeal hns eroded along wilh ihe market Inr 
Kennrdy-relaird material Even Andy War- 
hol's silksrreen print* of Ihe Kennedy* rose 
nnd then declined In price, although that may 
hnve been due morr to the market lor Warhnl 
than interest In Kennedy 
"In real terms," Mr Forbes adds, "prices 
are prnhnhly lower now than they were TO 
years ngo. Kennedy's place In history is not 
secure People don't know whether he'll end 
up among the pantheon of pnlhirnl hemes or 
whether he was simply a TV-age Harding-" 

I N ANY CASE, IT IS GENERALLY 
agrred that Kennrdy autograph*, from 
hi* Senate day* onward are problemat- 
ic. "Kennedy used Auio-pcn and secre- 
tarial signatures almost exclusively In 
Washington," says David N Redden, who 
brads ihe manuscript department at Soth- 
eby's in New York "There isn't nn enormous 
amount of Kennedy signed material avail 
able — yet. When It dries appear, rollerinr* 
are extremely Interested /' 

Indeed, Kennedy autographs *oM In Ihe 
IWUV* brought two n| the highest prire* paid 
at auction fur postwar President Ini signa- 
tures. In IKCI n letter in which Kennedy 
discussed the Emancipation Proeln mat inn 
fetched 111.200 at Sotheby's, nnd in ISM a 
letter written In a sick liftlr girl in Ireland 
brought $14,100 at a Charles Hamilton snlr in 
Manhattan. In I OHS, a rnlleciiim off 101 pages 
nf Kennedy nnlrs I mm 1900 brought $1k.5nn. 


A letter to a 
PT-10 0 crew 
member, nf left; 
an Andy Warhol 
silk screen, 
above, and a 
political cartoon 
from /W0. 
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Example s of the Pre sident’s signature are 
especially scarce. Those who own any seem 
to be reluctant to part with them. 


last yrar. a rbwen letter* — handwritten and 
typed — to a crew membrr of the PT-109, the 
torpedo bom Kennedy had skippered, fetched 
138,9001 

According in Chris Cnrrver. a manuscript 
specialist at Christie's in Nrw York, thr 
rhorrst Krnnrdv items have hern donated to 
libraries or are owned by family, Irimds nr 
nsMirintr*. More mndent nflrrtngs nften 
hring less Ilian auil tnn houses exprrl Fur 
example, a two-page dealt of a 1957 speech 
Kennedy made to the Senate ahmtl Henry 
Clay was wild at Christie’s in June for $2,100. 
despite n pre sale estimate of $7.MM tn $3,500 

Price* for Kennedv mafrrUii represent 
small t hangr compared lu thr sum* rrnb/ed 
for I Inniln and Washington manuscripts — 
even in the sniirr t»Ts 

"Lincoln I* far lievond anvnnr else." snv* 


Mr Reikirn, who Iasi year sold an early 
version of linn tin's "house divided" speech 
for SI. 5 milium, a rcrord for nn American 
autograph and manuscript And a draft of u 
letter in which Washington expressed doubt* 
about tiernming President hruuglit $6i5.mm 
at Sotheby's this month The hover was Jr* 
sepb Maddnlrnn. a l.tts Angeles tlraicr who* 
paid unlv $1,610 fur n 1964 inter written by. 
Jurh Ruin- fmm Jail before be was runvirtnl 
of the muiitrr of Lcr Han-ry Oswald . t 
Theuitntr <1 Sorensen. a Manhattan lawyer 
wlut wn* special tnuitsel tn Prendrnt Ken- 
nedy. doubts whether a great volume of mt- 
putlanl Kennrdy material will ever lx* nvml- 
ahb- "I 1 -oultln'l imagine selling anything I 
own with J FK ’* signature," he says "They 
nrr vrrv prrrmu* rrmtiulei s of my times and 
evrrytxir okr * time to this muftii v." i t 



